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TRAIL STATISTICS

DISTANCE

1-15 miles (multiple trails)

ELEVATION GAIN

800 ft

EST. TIME

2-8 hours

DIFFICULTY

MODERATE

DOGS ALLOWED

Yes - on leash

BEST SEASON

July - September

DIFFICULTY: MODERATE

TRAIL HIGHLIGHTS

- Independence Mine State Historical Park

- Gold rush era mine buildings

- Reed Lakes -- stunning alpine lakes

- Archangel Valley wildflowers

- Dall sheep common on upper ridges

- No trees -- open alpine all day

  IMPORTANT WARNINGS

! Road closes in winter/spring -- check AKDOT

! No services at pass -- bring everything

! Weather changes rapidly

! Bears present -- make noise

! Some trails require route-finding skills
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TRAIL MAP -- HATCHER PASS HIKING

Map: (c) OpenTopoMap contributors | Data: (c) OpenStreetMap contributors | anchoragehikes.com

 MODERATE   Dist: 1-15 miles (multiple trails)   Elev Gain: 800 ft   Time: 2-8 hours

ELEVATION PROFILE
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Hatcher Pass: An Alpine Wonderland in Alaska's Mat-Su Valley

Hatcher Pass, nestled in the Talkeetna Mountains within Alaska's Mat-Su Valley, stands as a testament to the

state's wild, untamed beauty. This majestic alpine region offers a breathtaking blend of rugged peaks, verdant

tundra, pristine glacial lakes, and a rich vein of historical significance, making it one of Alaska's most captivating

destinations for hikers and outdoor enthusiasts. From the moment you begin the scenic drive up Hatcher Pass

Road, you're transported into an expansive, awe-inspiring landscape that truly feels like an alpine paradise.

  Alpine Paradise Overview

Hatcher Pass is more than just a scenic drive; it's an accessible gateway to an extraordinary high-alpine

environment. Here, the treeline recedes, giving way to sweeping vistas of rolling tundra, dramatic cirques carved

by ancient glaciers, and jagged peaks that pierce the Alaskan sky. The air is crisp, the silence profound, broken

only by the whisper of the wind or the distant call of an arctic bird. This area is a haven for photographers, a

challenge for experienced hikers, and a tranquil escape for anyone seeking to immerse themselves in the raw

grandeur of the Last Frontier. Its unique geology, vibrant ecosystem, and the ever-present sense of wilderness

make it an unforgettable experience, solidifying its reputation as one of Alaska's most beautiful areas.

  Independence Mine & Gold Rush History

Beyond its natural splendor, Hatcher Pass is steeped in the fascinating history of Alaska's gold rush era. At the

heart of the pass lies Independence Mine State Historical Park, a beautifully preserved testament to the hardy

prospectors and miners who once toiled here. In the early 20th century, this area boomed with the discovery of

gold, leading to the establishment of the Independence Mine, which became one of Alaska's largest hard rock

gold mines.

Visitors can explore a collection of historic wooden buildings, including the mine manager's house, bunkhouses,

and the main mill, all set against a stunning mountain backdrop. A visitor center provides interpretive exhibits,

offering a glimpse into the challenging lives of the miners and the complex process of extracting gold from the

mountainsides. Hiking trails around the park allow for further exploration of the mining remnants, blending an

educational journey through history with the invigorating experience of an alpine trek.

  Best Trails

Hatcher Pass offers a diverse range of hiking experiences, from relatively gentle strolls around the historical park

to challenging multi-day expeditions into the backcountry.

  Reed Lakes Trail

Perhaps the most popular and iconic hike in Hatcher Pass, the Reed Lakes Trail is a strenuous but incredibly

rewarding journey. Beginning near the historical park, the trail winds through a picturesque valley, crossing

streams and climbing steadily. The initial segment leads to the stunning Lower Reed Lake, a vibrant turquoise

body of water nestled in a dramatic cirque. For those seeking more, the trail continues with a steeper climb to
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Upper Reed Lake, passing a beautiful waterfall along the way. This 9-mile round trip hike involves significant

elevation gain and rocky terrain but rewards hikers with unparalleled views of glacial lakes, towering peaks like

Lynx Peak, and opportunities to
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GEAR CHECKLIST

Pack List for Hatcher Pass Hiking

Hiking boots

Bear spray

Rain gear (weather changes fast)

Warm layers (even in summer)

2L water

Sunscreen

Camera (wildflowers are stunning)

Trekking poles for talus

GETTING THERE

From Anchorage: Palmer-Fishhook Rd north through Palmer (~45 min to Palmer, 90 min to pass). From Wasilla: take Trunk

Rd north to Fishhook-Willow Rd. GPS for Independence Mine: 61.782, -149.280.
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AnchorageHikes.com

Alaska's #1 Hiking Resource

500+ Trails  |  Interactive Map  |  Free App  |  Works Offline

Scan for live trail conditions & interactive map

Download more free guides:

anchoragehikes.com/free-trail-guides/
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